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is plentiful. Interesting details on the Indians abound. The appendix con- 
tains a valuable bibliography of sources and evidence corollary to the main 
topics of the book. Ad. F. Bandeliee. 

Trails, Trappers, and Tender-feet in the New Empire ofWestern 
Canada. By Stanley Washburn, xvi and 350 pp. Map, ills. A. 
Melrose, London. Henry Holt & Co., New York, 1912. $3. 9x6. 

The author opens his book with an apology for adding another volume to 
the "vast list with which the much abused public is already surfeited." One 
of his excuses for writing is acceptable since it expresses his desire to place 
on record the conditions existing in the wilds of Canada that are now being 
penetrated by the ever advancing foot of civilization and soon will be a land 
of all modern conveniences. 

The story of the author's experiences in Western Canada on successive tours 
is related very largely from the standpoint of the experiences encountered by 
uninitiated explorers. Therefore it is instructive for the person who contem- 
plates similar trips. The vivid style fills one with admiration for Western 
Canada. Eugene Van Cleef. 



CENTRAL AMERICA AND WEST INDIES 

Hurricanes of the West Indies. By Oliver L. Fassig. 28 pp. Maps. 
Weather Bureau Bull. 10, U. S. Department of Agric, Washington, 1913. 

$1.50. ny 2 x9y 2 . 

The hurricanes of the West Indies have an increasing interest for American 
meteorologists because of the approaching opening of the Panama Canal and 
the resulting considerable changes in many sailing routes. Hence this is an 
opportune time for a further investigation of these remarkable phenomena, 
especially of their origin, frequency, monthly distribution and tracks. Professor 
Fassig, who was for several years in charge of the Weather Bureau work in 
Porto Eico, and who, during that period, made himself thoroughly acquainted 
with the climatology of that island as well as with the meteorology of the 
surrounding areas, has given us a report on the Hurricanes of the West Indies 
which is timely and valuable. The material upon which he has based his 
studies is chiefly that of the past 35 years, but he has not neglected the 
results of earlier investigations. The matter is presented clearly and con- 
cisely, without too much attention to details, and the charts and diagrams 
are well chosen and distinctly helpful. 

Professor Fassig is of the opinion that the seasonal variations in position 
and intensity of the "centers of action" will furnish the explanation of the 
origin of these violent disturbances. Quoting Eliot's well-known passage in 
the "Handbook of Cyclonk Storms in the Bay of Bengal" (1900) regarding 
the conditions which give rise to cyclonic storms in that region, Professor 
Fassig concludes his discussion as follows : ' ' Similar conditions are doubtless 
produced within the hurricane area of the West Indies by the advance of the 
North Atlantic high into the region of calms, or by the conflict between the 
opposing winds of the North and South Atlantic high areas, resulting in the 
formation of hurricanes, just as the advance and the retreat of the high area 
over the South Indian Ocean gives rise to the southwest monsoon and the squalls 
and cyclones over the Bay of Bengal. ' ' A somewhat fuller discussion of this 
important point would have been welcomed by meteorologists. 

R. DeC. Ward. 

The British 'West Indies. Their History, Resources, and Progress. By 

Algernon E. Aspinall. xii and 435 pp. Map, ills., index. Little, Brown, 

& Co., Boston, 1912. $3. 8% x 6. 

If this volume strikes the Teader as lacking in consistency between its 

several chapters it is to be remembered that Mr. Aspinall is the author of 

the standard guide to the region and has acquired a method of treatment 

which must prove hard to shake off when preparing a new work on the same 
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topic. Yet there is a certain appropriateness in this comment. Among the 
oldest of British dominions oversea, the British West Indies is the most 
backward, the least developed, the most negligible in the councils of empire; 
the reason is to be found in the lack of consistency and coherence among the 
island units of administration. For each of these units Mr. Aspinall furnishes 
an interesting sketch of discovery history. It cannot fail of interest even in 
an arid method when we remember that this was the Spanish Main and that 
it is proper in this history to give respectful attention to Morgan and the 
buccaneers and to look upon pieces-of -eight as moneys of account. The present 
receives equal attention with the past. As a work of trustworthy information 
this work adjusts itself in excellent balance to the ' ' All Bed ' ' series of hand- 
books of the British Empire in which it is a unit. William Churchill. 

SOUTH AMERICA 

La Carte de la Republique Argentine. Memoire presente au Xeme 
Congres International de Geographie. Par B. G. Aparicio. Inst. Geogr. 
Militaire, Buenos-Aires, 1913. 8% x 12. 

A valuable though incomplete bibliographical work. The lists of maps 
and geographical books provide the best reference material on the country. 
Much of the text has already appeared in the recently published first report 
of the Argentine Instituto Geografico Militar. (See Bulletin, Vol. 45, March, 
1913, p. 199.) It is much more exhaustive, however, in its present shape. 

The publication is instructive as showing that Argentine cartography com- 
prises a far larger number of maps than have been published in any other 
South American country. Various public departments have issued maps on 
different scales and practically every province is provided with a cadastral 
compilation. The state of progress of the standard Argentine topographical map 
(1:100,000) and the work carried on in preparation of the country's contribu- 
tion to the 1:1,000,000 map of the world are fully described. 

Einwanderung- und Einwanderungspolitik in Argentinien. Von Br. 

Georg Hiller. Mit emer Einleitung von Dr. Julius Wolff, xi and 159 

pp. Bietrich Eeimer, Berlin, 1912. Mk. 5. 9x6%. 
The Argentine Republic has about 7,500,000 people, the United States 
97,000,000. Argentina is admitting annually 200,000 or 300,000 and keeping 
40 per cent, of them, while we admit about 1,000,000, of whom over half 
leave us. We keep less than 50 per cent. We have note of these departures 
for five years now, but the Argentine Government has the credit of a record of 
departures since 1871, and of arrivals since 1857. Previous migrations of 
peoples, fascinating as they have been, have been usually shrouded in mystery. 
For the first time here is it possible to examine one in the light of actual facts. 
Canada has about the same population and about the same immigration, but 
as far as I know the departures are not recorded. At present we are annually 
retaining in the country immigrants amounting in number to about half of one 
per cent, of our whole population. The Argentines are getting and keeping 
an increment of nearly two per cent, a year. About a third of their whole 
population is foreign born. These immigrants have made the Argentine agri- 
culture that is touching the world's markets. A poor laborer there may by 
diligence and economies, such as the Italians know well how to practice, save 
money, buy land and become independent, but it is no child's play. Germans 
may do it, but are mostly in trade or are skilled laborers. The policy of the 
government is helpful. The book gives a very real picture of the life of the 
immigrant, and the author 's second part on ' ' colonization ' ' will be looked for 
with interest. Mark Jefferson. 

AFRICA 

The Shilluh People, Their Language and Folklore. By Diedrich 

Westermann. lxiii and 312 pp. Map, ills. Board of Foreign Missions 

of the United Presbyterian Church of N. A., Philadelphia, Pa., 1912. B. 

Iteimer (E. Vohsen), Berlin. 10x7%. 

A linguistic study of the Shilluks who live west of the White Nile between 



